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Art is my outlet, no matter the process or medium. I am 
constantly juggling the dualities of being an artist since I use 

it as a way to cope with my anxiety, yet it can also be a 
trigger. As a child, my Nona told me stories of her 

upbringing in Peru, while my Grandpa helped me hold my 
first paintbrush. Creating has a lot to do with my process 
and the information I gain through the exploration of the 

past, specifically ancient techinques involving hand-crafting, 
dyeing, and weaving. This allows me to not only be an artist, 
but also a researcher. Through traveling, I draw inspiration 
from nature, building architecture, and the culture of places 
I visit. This internal drive to constantly learn, explore, and 

question the world through my art pracitice is a result of the 
teachings of my grandparents and parents. Currently, my 
work is focused on hand-weaving, natural dyeing, sewing, 

and digital print design. 
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Dedicated to my Dad, Timothy DAvid O’Lenic
January 21,1962 - May 22,2019
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Iterations
Naturally dyed recycled denim, cotton thread

2019

This project influenced my thesis directly through the idea of a memorial. I began thinking about how 
I could make a tribute to my dad through my thesis and successfully combine my interests in exploring 

nostalgia and denim through the medium of his own jeans. 



While visiting the Special Collections Library at the University of Georgia, I came across a hand 
written notebook by G.W. Johnson of Columbus, GA from the late 1800s. Inside featured notes 
of his dye recipes listing step by step on how to dye bulk amounts of wool and cotton. I then tried 
to reiterate his recipes. This piece embodies the hard labor that went into the original recipes, the 

people that took a part of it that were never given credit, as well as, my own labor that went 
into the making of this installation.
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Sunflower
Natural dyes on denim, cotton thread

2019-2020



Through this exhibition, I am creating a memorial for my dad. Thinking about his time here on earth, I 
began to break down the years we spent apart and together. My dad was 36 years old when I was 
born and was able to spend 21 more years with me before he passed away at 57. Each grouping of 

time I associate with a specific color. The colors evoke the meaning of that time in me and my dad’s life 
and pull from my memories. The array of indigo and natural denim represent the 36 years before I was 
born. The yellows represent the 36 years I will not have him until I reach the age of 57. The seafoam 

green and cochineal pink swatches represent the 21 years we had together. I chose to break down the 
years into seasons, as my dad was an avid gardener. The quilting technique is another representation 

of his life and the influence he continues to have on mine. Taking apart my dad’s jeans breaks the fabric 
down into simply swatches, while also unpacking the memories when my dad wore them. Sewing them 
back together then allows me to add my personal memories with him back into the new construction. 

The piece then becomes practical again, as quilts were originally made to last a long time and provide 
protection and insulation. I specifically remember watching the sunflowers grow and eventually towering 

over the brick wall across from our green-painted Victorian home. The last 3 swatches embody the 
seasons that have passed since his death in May 2019. The singular white swatch is a placement of the 

summer season to come. By having so many connected fabric pieces, I am able to lead the viewer’s 
gaze upwards in order to see the entire piece, like that of looking at a sunflower. I hope viewers are 
able to take the time to reflect, whether on my artwork or about their own time in this world. I hope to 

instill a nostalgic sense of peace, and beauty.













Leyla O’Lenic has grown up in the South 
between Georgia and North Carolina. She 

attended her first year of college at the 
Fashion Institute of Technology in New York 
City, taking full advantage of the endless 
opportunities and inspirations. Wanting to 

change her route and pursue a more 
hands-on degree, Leyla headed back to 
her home state to be a part of the Lamar 

Dodd School of Fine Arts at the University of 
Georgia. 

Leyla graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 
Bachelors of Art degree in Fabric Design. 

Throughout her academic career, Leyla has 
studied art in Athens, GA, New York City, NY, 
Madrid, Spain, and Florence, Italy. She plans 

to move back to New York City to pursue 
a career in textile and fashion design. Leyla 

hopes to design innovative textiles and prints, 
as well as use her sustainable interests to 

better a fashion house in its material life cycle 
from fiber to finished garment. 

Sunny, Leyla’s dog, was found abandoned on a road 
outside of Athens, GA on January 21, 2019, the day of 

her dad’s birthday.




